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In the central mountains. The statement,
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first disclosure by Tehran of the end of the
process. The Guard said that all nuclear
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from the facility in the mountainous Qom
province. It did not provide details on what
prompted the decision. Iran says its aim is to
build a light atomic reactor for producing
medical isotopes for cancer patients, but
Western officials say the plant could be an
experimental effort to build an atomic bomb.
Enrichment is the first of two steps needed to
produce the fissile material from uranium ore.
Israel has said that it has solid intelligence
that Iran has made at least a start on the
process and says it believes the country is
committed to acquiring a nuclear weapon. But
the last reports of activities at Qom were in
2008. State-run television did not carry the
announcement on Monday. The semi-official
Fars news agency said that the decision was
taken in 2003. A news agency run by the
Revolutionary Guard said that the decision
was made in 2003 and quoted commander
Mohammad Ali Jafari as saying it had been
confirmed by then-President Mohammad
Khatami. The explanation, in a statement by
the Revolutionary Guard's Qods Force, was
also carried by the semi-official Tasnim news
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agency and took credit for stopping the
process. Qods, the force's espionage and
covert operations arm, is considered close to
the clerical leadership. The statement said
that "everything" had been carried out in line
with a Qods Force plan that "was disclosed
and announced to 50b96ab0b6
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